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about the Bible

The CSB Experiencing God Bible invites you to know and experience 
God personally. In this revised and updated edition, based on the 
best-selling Experiencing God book and Bible study, you will be 
encouraged to focus on the major purpose of Bible reading—listening 
to God speak. Experiencing God features and study helps placed 
throughout the Bible provide an immersive reading experience that 
will guide and challenge you to respond to the invitations God o�ers to 
know him, his purposes, and his ways. 

The CSB Experiencing God Bible features the highly readable, highly 
reliable text of the Christian Standard Bible® (CSB). The CSB stays as 
literal as possible to the Bible’s original meaning without sacrificing 
clarity, making it easier to engage with Scripture’s life-transforming 
message and to share it with others.

•  Book introductions including key theme,
setting, and prompts for “Encountering
God,” “Decisions Awaiting You,” and
“Crisis of Belief” found in each book

•  “God Focus” themes associated with
every chapter highlight important
recurring themes found throughout
the Bible

 

•  “Prepare to Meet God” questions at the
beginning of each chapter detail
important Experiencing God elements
you will discover and how they speak to
your life

 •  “Did You Notice?” questions at the end of
each chapter review actions, plans, and
purposes God has carried out and life
adjustments God is calling you to make 

•  Designed icons on every page identify
select verses that display the seven
realities of Experiencing God and two
steps of Fresh Encounter found through-
out God’s Word

•  Brief articles placed alongside the
associated biblical text further explore
concepts that relate to Experiencing God

 

•  Biographies that depict a Bible character
Experiencing God help you see and learn
how God reveals his purposes and ways to
his people and encourage response in
your own life

•  Wide Margins invite active participation
with space to record your personal
experience with God as you journey
through his Word

•  Book conclusions allow for recording
strategic markers in your experience with
God as you read each book of the Bible

•  Distinctive full-color design elements
foster an immersive reading experience

•  

•  Words of Christ in red

Two-column text layout

•  9.5-point type size that is easy-to-read

•  

•  Ribbon marker for easy referencing
between pages 

Durable Smyth-sewn lay-�at binding

•  Concordance

•  

•  Full-color maps

Presentation page for gift-giving

FEATURES:
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about the editors
RICHARD BLACKABY

Richard Blackaby earned a B.A. Honors in history from the University of 
Saskatchewan. He also earned an M.Div. and Ph.D. from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. He was granted an honorary doctorate 
from Dallas Baptist University. Richard co-authored numerous books 
with his father, Henry, including: Experiencing God, Experiencing God: 
Day by Day, Spiritual Leadership, Fresh Encounter, Called to Be God’s 
Leader: Lessons from the Life of Joshua, Being Still with God, Flickering 
Lamps, and The Solomon Promise. Richard has also written numerous 
other books, including: Living Out of the Overflow, The Seasons of God, 
Unlimiting God, Putting a Face on Grace, The Inspired Leader, 
Experiencing God at Home, Rebellious Parenting, Developing a Powerful 
Praying Church, and The Ways of God. Richard serves as the president 
of Blackaby Ministries International (www.blackaby.org) and travels 
internationally speaking on leadership, experiencing God, revival, and 
God in the marketplace. 3
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WHAT IS EXPERIENCING 
GOD?

Henry Blackaby was serving as a pastor in Los Angeles when he received an unusual invitation. A 
tiny church in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada, was dying. It had declined to a mere ten mem-
bers. It had posted a “For Sale” sign on its property. Then they heard about Henry and felt led, as a 
last-ditch effort, to ask him to be their pastor. He agreed to leave his growing church and move with 
his wife and five children to Saskatoon. People thought he was crazy. Fellow pastors urged him to 
stay and not subject his young family to the enormous challenges the move would entail.

The small church had only collected $90 in offerings the entire month before Henry arrived. 
They were discouraged. Some of the members thought it foolhardy to prolong the inevitable clo-
sure of their church. Henry and his wife Marilyn had to decide whether God was sufficient to pro-
vide for them, guide them, and bless them. All they had was God. They would discover that he was 
all they needed.

The same day Henry and Marilyn arrived in Saskatoon, a car pulled into their driveway with 
five men in it. They had driven ninety miles from Prince Albert to ask if Henry would start a mis-
sion church in their city. Thus began an amazing adventure in which God led that small church 
to start thirty-eight missions and mission posts as well as a Bible college over the next twelve 
years. More than one hundred college students felt called into ministry in that church and serve 
in its missions.

Henry began to be asked by churches and various denominations to explain how he knew God’s 
will and why God was so real and powerful in his life. He eventually wrote the book Experiencing 
God, in which he explained how people everywhere could experience God and know his will. The re-
sponse to the material was electrifying. Countless people exclaimed that they had a�ended church 
all their lives, but for the first time God was “real” to them. Many claimed they had heard God com-
municating with them for the first time. Henry later wrote a second book, Fresh Encounter. In it he 
outlined how people tend to depart from God and how God will discipline them until he draws 
them back into a love relationship with himself. As a result of these materials, God began work-
ing through individuals and churches in amazing ways. Christian CEOs of Fortune 500 companies 
asked Henry to disciple them. He was invited to speak in 115 countries, meeting with many national 
leaders. He was invited to the White House on several occasions and spoke at the United Nations 
and the Pentagon. People constantly asked Henry what his method was for studying the Bible and 
how he approached Scripture so that he found so many rich nuggets of truth as he always did. This 
study Bible is the answer to many of those questions.

Experiencing God is a relationship between the loving Creator of the universe and you, his spe-
cial, chosen creature. Experiencing God is a unique, ongoing opportunity. God started the relation-
ship when he sent his only Son to earth to die on a cruel cross to pay the penalty for your sin. You 
embraced that relationship when you repented of your sin and asked Jesus to be your Lord and 
Savior. But your relationship with Christ didn’t end there! Every day, every hour, Christ welcomes 
you to abide in him, to encounter him in his Word, to pray to him without ceasing, and to have him 
work powerfully through you as you obey him. God doesn’t want you to only believe in him. He 
wants you to experience him daily.

God had a specific purpose when he designed you. He made you unique, different from every 
other person he has ever or will ever create. He offers you an experience uniquely tailored to who 
you are, where you are. Your experience with God will be based on his unchanging Word, but it will 
be perfectly suited to you. You will be amazed at how everything God promised in his Word perfect-
ly matches the desires of your heart, the aspirations of your mind, and the longings of your soul.

00_FRT.indd   11 04/02/2022   15.23
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Experiencing God Realities
This experience is a love relationship between you and God in which you encounter God, and he 
interacts with you each day. This experience will include seven REALITIES:

 God is always at work around you.

  God pursues a continuing love relationship with you that is real 
and personal.

  God invites you to become involved with him in his work.

  God speaks by the Holy Spirit through the Bible, prayer, 
circumstances, and the church to reveal himself, his purposes, 
and his ways.

  God’s invitation for you to work with him always leads you to a 
crisis of belief that requires faith and action.

  You must make major adjustments in your life to join God in 
what he is doing.

  You come to know God by experience as you obey him and he 
accomplishes his work through you.

Does this sound like a journey you would like to take? Do you desire to experience God, hear his 
voice, identify his work around you, and adjust your life in obedience so you are swept up into heav-
en’s agenda and you experience God’s amazing work in and through your life?

Now is the time to move from mere religious activity and ritual into an exciting life of walking 
with and experiencing the God who loves you and wants you to join him in his work.

“Oh, wait,” you may say. “I did that once. I used to walk closely with God and obey his will, but I 
fell into sin. I got distracted. I wandered away from God. Now God seems far away. I fear it is too late 
for me to ever experience God again.”

God
God Works

LOVE relationship

invitation

god 
speaks

crisis of Belief

adjust

Obey & Experience

1 7

26

35

4

On mission with god

xiiWHAT IS EXPERIENCING GOD?
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Don’t give up! God wants a Fresh Encounter with you and your church. He is determined to invite 
you back into a fresh relationship with him that involves you once more in his work and with his 
people. 

Though God desires everyone to experience the seven realities of Experiencing God, some people 
disobey God and turn away from their love relationship with him. God loves you too much to sim-
ply allow you to walk away from him. So, when you depart from him, he will discipline you in ever 
increasing measure until he gets your a�ention and draws you back to himself. The following icons 
represent these two important steps.

 God’s people tend to depart from him by accepting substitutes for him, his purposes, and his 
ways. This can happen when a person’s heart shi�s from loving God to treasuring money, material 
success, or worldly pleasures. This can also occur for a church, when it shi�s from depending on 
God to depending on the world’s ways to accomplish its work.

 God disciplines his people out of his love. Because he loves people, God seeks to bring them 
back into a right relationship with him through loving discipline. If they do not return, God intensi-
fies the discipline until they finally experience judgment and lose all usefulness for God.

God wants this Fresh Encounter for you and your church. The helps in this Bible can guide you 
to be on mission with God anew. You can be a part of God’s work of revival in your church. Will you 
respond to God’s activity in your life right now? Will you listen to his Word, cry out to him for help, 
repent of your sins, and let him bring revival to and through you?

“Return to me—this is the declaration of the Lord of Armies—and I will return to you” (Zch 1:3).
“Therefore repent and turn back, so that your sins may be wiped out, that seasons of refreshing 

may come from the presence of the Lord” (Ac 3:19–20).
Whether you are experiencing God for the first time or you are returning to the love relationship 

you once enjoyed, God will guide you in the next steps you must take.

xiii WHAT IS EXPERIENCING GOD?
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God Works

Love Relationship

Invitation

God Speaks

Crisis of Belief

Life Adjustment

Obedience & Experience

Depart from God

Discipline

INTRODUCTION TO

JAMES

Obedience in Daily Living

The Setting of James

Jewish Christians faced daily temptations in business, social life, and personal 
relationships to put self before Christ and forget Christian teachings about how 
to treat other people. About AD 50 the leader of the church in Jerusalem and the 
half brother of Jesus, reminded them faith proves itself in works. He wrote to en-
courage struggling Jewish believers outside Palestine to witness to Christ through 
moral lives despite trials and conflicts.

Encountering God in James

 For which issues in your life do you need God’s wisdom? 
 Are you a hearer of God’s Word or a doer?
 How is your faith being demonstrated by your works?
 Do you need to draw near to God?
 How reliable do people view your word?
 Do you need to pray in faith over someone’s healing?
 Are you a friend of the world or a friend of God? 

Decisions Awaiting You in James

 Will you ask God in faith for whatever you need?
 Will you endure whatever trials you face so you receive the crown of God?
 Will you determine to put your faith into action?
 Will you commit to resist the devil in your life and in your church?
 Will you refuse to criticize others?
 Will you practice patience until Christ’s return?

Crises of Belief Facing You in James

 Obedience to God requires God’s wisdom for daily living. 
 Obedience to God involves pu�ing your faith into action.
 Obedience to God will lead you to love those who have nothing to give in 

return.
 Obedience to God includes doing all the good you know to do.
 Obedience to God includes using your money wisely to bless others.  

Notice

 While having solid, orthodox theology is important, practicing good theology 
through your daily living is equally crucial.

59_JAS.indd   1793 30/11/2021   16.17
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GREETING

1  James,  a ser vant  of  God  and  of  the 
 Lord  Jesus  Christ:

 To  the  twelve  tribes dis persed  abroad. A

Greet ings.

TRIALS AND MATURITY

² Con sid er  it  a  great  joy,  my broth ers 
 and sis ters, when ev er  you ex pe ri ence 
var i ous tri als, ³ be cause  you  know  that 
 the test ing  of  your  faith pro duc es en dur-
ance. ⁴  And  let en dur ance  have  its  full 
e� ect,  so  that  you  may  be ma ture  and 
com plete, lack ing noth ing.

⁵  Now  if  any  of  you  lacks wis dom,  he 
 should  ask  God  —   who  gives  to  all gen-
er ous ly  and ungrudgingly  —   and  it  will 
 be giv en  to  him. ⁶  But  let  him  ask  in  faith 
with out doubt ing. B  For  the doubter  is  like  the surg ing  sea, driv en  and  tossed  by  the 
 wind. ⁷  That per son  should  not ex pect  to re ceive any thing  from  the  Lord, ⁸ be ing dou-
ble-minded  and un sta ble  in  all  his  ways. C

⁹  Let  the broth er  of hum ble cir cum stanc es  boast  in  his exaltation, ¹⁰  but  let  the  rich 
 boast  in  his hu mil i a tion be cause  he  will  pass  away  like  a flow er  of  the  field. ¹¹  For  the 
 sun ris es  and, to geth er  with  the scorch ing  wind,  dries  up  the  grass;  its flow er  falls  o�, 
 and  its beau ti ful ap pear ance per ish es.  In  the  same  way,  the  rich per son  will with er 
 away  while pur su ing  his ac tivi ties.

¹²  Blessed  is  the  one  who en dures tri als, be cause  when  he  has  stood  the  test  he 
 will re ceive  the  crown  of  life  that  God D  has prom ised  to  those  who  love  him.

¹³  No  one un der go ing  a tri al  should  say, “ I  am be ing tempt ed  by  God,”  since  God  is 
 not tempt ed  by  evil,  and  he him self  doesn’t  tempt any one. ¹⁴  But  each per son  is tempt-
ed  when  he  is  drawn  away  and en ticed  by  his  own  evil de sire. ¹⁵  Then af ter de sire 
 has con ceived,  it  gives  birth  to  sin,  and  when  sin  is ful ly  grown,  it  gives  birth  to  death.

¹⁶  Don’t  be de ceived,  my  dear broth ers  and sis ters. ¹⁷ Ev ery  good  and per fect  gift 
 is  from  above, com ing  down  from  the Fa ther  of  lights,  who  does  not  change  like shift-
ing shad ows. ¹⁸  By  his  own  choice,  he  gave  us  birth  by  the  word  of  truth  so  that  we 
 would  be  a  kind  of first fruits  of  his crea tures.

HEARING AND DOING THE WORD

¹⁹  My  dear broth ers  and sis ters, un der stand  this: Ev ery one  should  be  quick  to lis ten, 
 slow  to  speak,  and  slow  to an ger, ²⁰  for 
hu man an ger  does  not ac com plish  God’s 
righ teous ness. ²¹ There fore, ridding 
your selves  of  all mor al  filth  and  the  evil 
 that  is  so prev a lent, E hum bly re ceive  the 
im plant ed  word,  which  is  able  to  save 
 your  souls.

²²  But  be doers  of  the  word  and  not 
hear ers  only, de ceiv ing your selves. ²³ Be-
cause  if any one  is  a hearer  of  the  word 
 and  not  a  doer,  he  is  like some one look-
ing  at  his  own  face F  in  a mir ror. ²⁴  For  he 
 looks  at him self,  goes  away,  and im me di-
ate ly for gets  what  kind  of per son  he  was. 

²⁵  But  the  one  who  looks in tent ly  into 

Did You Notice?
1. James was Jesus’s brother, yet he identified as a 

slave of Christ (v. 1).
2. Joy is a choice you make (v. 2). You can experience 

joy, even in trials, if you choose to.
3. There is no excuse for you to lack wisdom (vv. 5–8). 

You could have all you need if you desire it.
4. A�er the trial comes the reward (v. 12). Be sure to 

persevere until the end.God never tempts people 
to do evil (v. 13). If you are experiencing tempta-
tion, you are not experiencing God.

5. God does not change (v. 17). He delights in giving 
you good gi�s just as he has done in every age 
before you.

1 – God’s Ways
Prepare to Meet God 
1. Are you choosing great joy when you encounter 

trials? Do you believe God can bring joy in the 
midst of your most grievous ordeals (v. 2)?

2. Do you lack wisdom? With how much faith are you 
asking for it (vv. 5–8)?

3. Are you a doubter, or are you absolutely confident 
you will receive from God what you ask (vv. 6–7)?

4. Are you quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to 
anger (v. 19)? If you are not, how might God want 
you to change?

5. Are you a�empting to do something out of anger 
(v. 20)? Are you in danger of dishonoring God and 
doing something you will regret?

6. Are you pu�ing into practice everything you are 
learning in your Bible study and worship services 
(v. 22)?

A 1:1 Gk diaspora ; Jewish people sca�ered throughout Gentile lands   B 1:6 Or without divided loyalties   C 1:8 Or in all his 
conduct   D 1:12 Other mss read that the Lord   E 1:21 Or the abundance of evil   F 1:23 Or at his natural face

1794JAMES 1
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 the per fect  law  of free dom  and per se veres  in  it,  and  is  not  a forgetful hearer  but  a  doer 
 who  works  —   this per son  will  be  blessed  in  what  he  does.

²⁶  If any one A  thinks  he  is re li gious with out con trol ling  his  tongue,  his re li gion  is 
use less  and  he de ceives him self. ²⁷  Pure  and undefiled re li gion be fore  God  the Fa-
ther  is  this:  to  look af ter or phans  and wid ows  in  their dis tress  and  to  keep one self un-
stained  from  the  world.

THE SIN OF FAVORITISM

2  My broth ers  and sis ters,  do  not  show 
fa vor it ism  as  you  hold  on  to  the 

 faith  in  our glo ri ous  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
²  For  if some one  comes  into  your meet-
ing wear ing  a  gold  ring  and  dressed  in 
 fine  clothes,  and  a  poor per son  dressed 
 in  filthy  clothes  also  comes  in, ³  if  you 
 look  with fa vor  on  the  one wear ing  the 
 fine  clothes  and  say, “ Sit  here  in  a  good 
 place,”  and  yet  you  say  to  the  poor per-
son, “ Stand  over  there,”  or “ Sit  here  on 
 the  floor  by  my foot stool,” ⁴  haven’t  you 
 made dis tinc tions  among your selves  and 
be come judg es  with  evil  thoughts?

⁵ Lis ten,  my  dear broth ers  and sis ters:  Didn’t  God  choose  the  poor  in  this  world  to 
 be  rich  in  faith  and  heirs  of  the king dom  that  he  has prom ised  to  those  who  love  him? 

⁶  Yet  you  have dis hon ored  the  poor.  Don’t  the  rich op press  you  and  drag  you  into 
 court? ⁷  Don’t  they blas pheme  the  good  name  that  was in voked  over  you?

⁸ In deed,  if  you ful fill  the roy al  law pre scribed  in  the Scrip ture,  Love  your neigh-
bor  as your self, B  you  are do ing  well. ⁹  If, how ev er,  you  show fa vor it ism,  you com mit 
 sin  and  are con vict ed  by  the  law  as trans gres sors. ¹⁰  For who ev er  keeps  the en tire  law, 

2 – Faith
Prepare to Meet God 
1. Do you view people as God does? He does not 

show favoritism. He values each person, whether 
rich or poor (vv. 1–9).

2. What is the “royal law” (v. 8)?
3. Words are cheap. Are you a person of words or 

deeds (vv. 15–17)?
4. How is your faith be�er than that of the demons 

(v. 19)?
5. Are you God’s friend (v. 23)? If not, what do you 

need to be one?
6. What works have you done that demonstrate your 

faith (vv. 24–26)?

Character profile

James the Lord’s Brother
Having a perfect older brother must have been an 
unusual experience. Jesus was the firstborn of his half 
brothers. He never sinned. He never disobeyed or acted 
unbecomingly. He never lied or mistreated his siblings. 
We don’t know how much his mother Mary told the 
other children about his unusual birth or how much she 
treasured those things in her heart. We also are not told 
if Jesus ever performed a miracle as a child or a�empted 
to prove to his brothers and sisters who he was. But 
when Jesus commenced his public ministry, his siblings 
did not believe he was the Messiah (Mt 13:55; Mk 6:3; Jn 
7:3–5; see Mt 12:46–50; Mk 3:31–35; Lk 8:19–21). In fact, 
having the brother they grew up with now acting as if he 
was the Son of God was probably embarrassing.

However, a£er Jesus’s resurrection, James and some 
other family members changed their view of Jesus. Jesus 
made a special appearance to James a£er his resurrec-
tion (1Co 15:7). A£er the resurrection, Jesus’s mother 
and brothers gathered with the other disciples in the 
upper room (Ac 1:14). James would eventually become 

the leader of the Jerusalem church as Peter and the other 
apostles began to travel abroad, spreading the gospel. 
When Paul first came to Jerusalem a£er becoming a 
Christian, he met with Peter and James (Gl 1:19). Tradition 
claims that James was eventually martyred at the order 
of the high priest Annas, around AD 66. Once he came to 
understand who his half brother was, he never lost his 
faith, even during dire persecutions.

James held a practical faith, which was expressed in his 
epistle. He believed genuine faith would express itself in 
actions. Words were inadequate. Wishing the poor were 
warmed and filled was not enough; Christians were to give 
sacrificially so the poor had their needs met. James also 
confronted worldliness in the church. He chastised those 
who showed preference to the rich but disrespected the 
poor. For James, Christians eschewed worldly values and 
practiced heavenly standards. James also encouraged the 
early Christians to be patient about Christ’s return (Jms 
5:7). He taught this even though he, himself, must have 
eagerly anticipated the return of his brother and Lord.

A 1:26 Other mss add among you   B 2:8 Lv 19:18

1795 JAMES 1–2
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 and  yet stum bles  at  one  point,  is  guilty  of break ing  it  all. ¹¹  For  he  who  said,  Do  not 
com mit adul tery, A  also  said,  Do  not mur der. B  So  if  you  do  not com mit adul tery,  but 
 you mur der,  you  are  a law break er.

¹²  Speak  and  act  as  those  who  are  to  be  judged  by  the  law  of free dom. ¹³  For judg-
ment  is with out mer cy  to  the  one  who  has  not  shown mer cy. Mer cy tri umphs  over 
judg ment.

FAITH AND WORKS

¹⁴  What  good  is  it,  my broth ers  and sis ters,  if some one  claims  to  have  faith  but  does 
 not  have  works?  Can  such  faith  save  him?

¹⁵  If  a broth er  or sis ter  is with out  clothes  and  lacks dai ly  food ¹⁶  and  one  of  you  says  to 
 them, “ Go  in  peace,  stay  warm,  and  be  well  fed,”  but  you  don’t  give  them  what  the  body 
 needs,  what  good  is  it? ¹⁷  In  the  same  way  faith,  if  it  does  not  have  works,  is  dead  by it self.

¹⁸  But some one  will  say, “ You  have  faith,  and  I  have  works.” C  Show  me  your  faith 
with out  works,  and  I  will  show  you  faith  by  my  works. ¹⁹  You be lieve  that  God  is  one. 
 Good!  Even  the de mons be lieve  —   and 
 they shud der.

²⁰ Sense less per son!  Are  you will ing  to 
 learn  that  faith with out  works  is use less? 
²¹  Wasn’t Abra ham  our fa ther jus ti fied  by 
 works  in o� er ing  Isaac  his  son  on  the al-
tar? ²²  You  see  that  faith  was ac tive to-
geth er  with  his  works,  and  by  works, 
 faith  was  made com plete, ²³  and  the 
Scrip ture  was ful filled  that  says, Abra-
ham be lieved  God,  and  it  was cred it ed 
 to  him  as righ teous ness, D  and  he  was 
 called  God’s  friend. ²⁴  You  see  that  a per-
son  is jus ti fied  by  works  and  not  by  faith 
 alone. ²⁵  In  the  same  way,  wasn’t Ra hab 
 the pros ti tute  also jus ti fied  by  works  in 
re ceiv ing  the mes sen gers  and send ing 
 them  out  by  a di� er ent  route? ²⁶  For  just 
 as  the  body with out  the spir it  is  dead,  so 
 also  faith with out  works  is  dead.

CONTROLLING THE TONGUE

3  Not  many  should be come teach ers,  my broth ers, E be cause  you  know  that  we  will 
re ceive  a stricter judg ment. ²  For  we  all stum ble  in  many  ways.  If any one  does  not 

stum ble  in  what  he  says,  he  is ma ture,  able  also  to con trol  the  whole  body. ³  Now  if  we 
 put  bits  into  the  mouths  of hors es  so  that  they  obey  us,  we di rect  their  whole bod ies. 
⁴  And con sid er  ships:  Though  very  large  and driv en  by  fierce  winds,  they  are guid ed 

Did You Notice?
1. You are not to treat people with the world’s cat-

egories and values but with God’s (vv. 2–9). God 
loves each person equally.

2. The poor o�en have an advantage over the rich in 
their faith because they are not tempted to trust in 
their wealth (v. 5).

3. One sin makes you guilty of forsaking the entire 
law (vv. 10–12).

4. Abraham was the only person in the Old Testament 
called a friend of God (v. 23; see 2Ch 20:7; Is 41:8). 
Moses spoke to God as a friend speaks to a friend 
(Ex 33:11). Jesus said his disciples were his friends if 
they did what he told them (Jn 15:14–15).

5. Having correct theology is not sufficient to please 
God (v. 19). The demons o�en have more accurate 
theology than people do, but they refuse to act 
accordingly.

6. Correct beliefs without corresponding behavior 
results in spiritual deadness (v. 26). 

Friend of God

God is love (1Jn 4:8). He loves the world (Jn 3:16). To be 
loved by God is not unique to you. However, for God to 
view you as his friend was much more unusual in the 
Bible. Abraham is the only person in the Old Testament 
that God called his friend (2Ch 20:7; Is 41:8; Jms 2:23). 
Scripture indicates that God spoke to Moses as someone 
speaks to a friend (Ex 33:11). However, Abraham is the 
only person God explicitly referred to as his friend.

In the New Testament, Jesus told his disciples they 
were his friends if they did what he commanded them 
(Jn 15:14). God’s love for you is automatic. Your being his 
friend depends on your obedience. The reason Abraham 
was God’s friend was that he always obeyed him, even 
when it involved sacrificing his only son, Isaac (Gn 22). 
We, too, can be friends of God if we obey him with a 
similar zeal and devotion as Abraham.

A 2:11 Ex 20:14; Dt 5:18   B 2:11 Ex 20:13; Dt 5:17   C 2:18 The quotation may end here or a�er v. 18b or v. 19.   D 2:23 Gn 
15:6   E 3:1 Or brothers and sisters
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 by  a  very  small rud der wher ev er  the  will 
 of  the pi lot di rects. ⁵  So  too,  though  the 
 tongue  is  a  small  part  of  the  body,  it 
 boasts  great  things. Con sid er  how  a  small 
 fire  sets  ablaze  a  large for est. ⁶  And  the 
 tongue  is  a  fire.  The  tongue,  a  world  of 
un righ teous ness,  is  placed A  among  our 
mem bers.  It stains  the  whole  body,  sets 
 the  course  of  life  on  fire,  and  is it self  set 
 on  fire  by  hell. ⁷ Ev ery  kind  of an i mal, 
 bird, reptile,  and  fish  is  tamed  and  has 
 been  tamed  by humankind, ⁸  but  no  one 
 can  tame  the  tongue.  It  is  a rest less  evil, 
 full  of dead ly poi son. ⁹  With  the  tongue 
 we  bless  our  Lord  and Fa ther,  and  with  it  we  curse peo ple  who  are  made  in  God’s like-
ness. ¹⁰ Bless ing  and curs ing  come  out  of  the  same  mouth.  My broth ers  and sis ters, 
 these  things  should  not  be  this  way. ¹¹  Does  a  spring  pour  out  sweet  and bit ter wa ter 
 from  the  same open ing? ¹²  Can  a  fig  tree pro duce ol ives,  my broth ers  and sis ters,  or  a 
grape vine pro duce  figs? Nei ther  can  a saltwater  spring  yield  fresh wa ter.

THE WISDOM FROM ABOVE

¹³  Who  among  you  is  wise  and un der stand ing?  By  his  good con duct  he  should  show 
 that  his  works  are  done  in  the gen tle ness 
 that  comes  from wis dom. ¹⁴  But  if  you 
 have bit ter  envy  and selfi sh am bi tion  in 
 your  heart,  don’t  boast  and  deny  the  truth. 
¹⁵  Such wis dom  does  not  come  down  from 
 above  but  is earth ly, un spir i tu al, demonic. 
¹⁶  For  where  there  is  envy  and selfi sh am-
bi tion,  there  is dis or der  and ev ery  evil 
prac tice. ¹⁷  But  the wis dom  from  above 
 is  first  pure,  then peace-loving, gen tle, 
compliant,  full  of mer cy  and  good  fruits, 
unwavering, with out pre tense. ¹⁸  And  the 
 fruit  of righ teous ness  is  sown  in  peace  by 
 those  who cul ti vate  peace.

PROUD OR HUMBLE

4  What  is  the  source  of  wars  and 
 fights  among  you?  Don’t  they  come 

 from  your pas sions  that  wage  war with-
in  you? B ²  You de sire  and  do  not  have.  You 
mur der  and cov et  and can not ob tain.  You 
 fight  and  wage  war. C  You  do  not  have be-
cause  you  do  not  ask. ³  You  ask  and  don’t 
re ceive be cause  you  ask  with  wrong mo-
tives,  so  that  you  may  spend  it  on  your 
plea sures.

⁴  You adul ter ous peo ple! D  Don’t  you 
 know  that friend ship  with  the  world  is 
hos til i ty to ward  God?  So who ev er  wants 
 to  be  the  friend  of  the  world be comes  the en e my  of  God. ⁵  Or  do  you  think  it’s with-
out rea son  that  the Scrip ture  says:  The spir it  he  made  to  dwell  in  us en vies in tense ly? E

Did You Notice?
1. You should not be too eager to assume the role of 

a teacher, for you will face a stricter judgment from 
God for how you use your influence on others (v. 1).

2. Everyone is susceptible to stumbling (v. 2). Only 
the mature and self-controlled are able to avoid it.

3. Although the tongue is small in size, it is a fire 
and a deadly poison, capable of immense harm 
(vv. 4–8).

4. With your tongue you can bless people or curse them 
(v. 10). You must choose how you use your words. 

5. People with wisdom are not the most outspoken 
or opinionated but humble, peace loving, and 
fruitful (v. 17).

3 – Obedience
Prepare to Meet God 
1. Are you prepared to take on the added responsibil-

ity and accountability of a teacher (v. 1)?
2. Everyone stumbles at times (v. 2). How have you 

stumbled recently?
3. Are you able to control your tongue (vv. 3–12)? 

How have your words harmed your relationships 
and the cause of Christ?

4. What is the evidence that you have the wisdom 
that comes from above (vv. 13–17)?

5. Are you or your church involved in fights and dis-
sension? Are you an agent of peace (vv. 14–18)?

4 – Obedience
Prepare to Meet God 
1. Are your passions godly or selfish and worldly (vv. 

1–2)? Are your passions destroying you?
2. Are your prayers God centered or self-centered (v. 

3)? Is God granting your requests?
3. Do you need to draw near to God (v. 8)? How will 

you know when you have?
4. Do you tend to criticize and judge other people? 

Are you assuming God’s role (vv. 11–12)?
5. What has God told you to do? What is preventing 

you from obeying immediately (v. 17)?

A 3:6 Or places itself, or appoints itself   B 4:1 Or war in your members   C 4:2 Or You desire and do not have, so you murder. 
You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and wage war.   D 4:4 Lit  Adulteresses   E 4:5 Or Scripture says: He jealously 
yearns for the spirit he made to live in us?, or Scripture says: The Spirit he made to dwell in us longs jealously?
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⁶  But  he  gives great er  grace. There fore  he  says:
  God resists the proud
  but gives grace to the humble. A

⁷ There fore, sub mit  to  God. Re sist  the dev il,  and  he  will  flee  from  you. ⁸  Draw  near  to 
 God,  and  he  will  draw  near  to  you.  Cleanse  your  hands, sin ners,  and pu ri fy  your  hearts,  you 
double-minded. ⁹  Be mis er a ble  and  mourn  and  weep.  Let  your laugh ter  be  turned  to mourn-
ing  and  your  joy  to  gloom. ¹⁰ Hum ble your selves be fore  the  Lord,  and  he  will ex alt  you.

¹¹  Don’t criticize  one an oth er, broth ers  and sis ters. Any one  who defames  or judg es  a 
fel low be liev er B defames  and judg es  the  law.  If  you  judge  the  law,  you  are  not  a  doer  of 
 the  law  but  a  judge. ¹²  There  is  one law giv er  and  judge C  who  is  able  to  save  and  to de stroy. 
 But  who  are  you  to  judge  your neigh bor?

OUR WILL AND GOD’S WILL

¹³  Come  now,  you  who  say, “To day  or to-
mor row  we  will trav el  to  such  and  such 
 a  city  and  spend  a  year  there  and  do busi-
ness  and  make  a profi t.” ¹⁴  Yet  you  do  not 
 know  what to mor row  will  bring  —   what 
 your  life  will  be!  For  you  are  like va por  that 
ap pears  for  a lit tle  while,  then van ish es.

¹⁵ In stead,  you  should  say, “ If  the 
 Lord  wills,  we  will  live  and  do  this  or  that.” 
¹⁶  But  as  it  is,  you  boast  in  your ar ro gance. 
 All  such boast ing  is  evil. ¹⁷  So  it  is  sin  to 
 know  the  good  and  yet  not  do  it.

WARNING TO THE RICH

5  Come  now,  you  rich peo ple,  weep  and 
 wail  over  the miseries  that  are com-

ing  on  you. ²  Your  wealth  has rot ted  and 
 your  clothes  are moth-eaten. ³  Your 
 gold  and sil ver  are cor rod ed,  and  their 
cor ro sion  will  be  a wit ness  against  you 
 and  will  eat  your  flesh  like  fire.  You  have 
 stored  up trea sure  in  the  last  days. ⁴  Look! 
 The  pay  that  you with held  from  the 
work ers  who  mowed  your  fields  cries 
 out,  and  the out cry  of  the har vest ers  has 
 reached  the  ears  of  the  Lord  of Ar mies. 
⁵  You  have  lived luxuriously  on  the  earth  and  have in dulged your selves.  You  have fat-
tened  your  hearts  in  a  day  of slaugh ter. ⁶  You  have con demned,  you  have mur dered  the 
righ teous,  who  does  not re sist  you.

WAITING FOR THE LORD

⁷ There fore, broth ers  and sis ters,  be pa tient un til  the  Lord’s com ing.  See  how  the 
farm er  waits  for  the pre cious  fruit  of  the  earth  and  is pa tient  with  it un til  it re ceives 
 the ear ly  and  the  late  rains. ⁸  You  also  must  be pa tient. Strength en  your  hearts, be cause 
 the  Lord’s com ing  is  near.

⁹ Broth ers  and sis ters,  do  not com plain  about  one an oth er,  so  that  you  will  not  be 
 judged.  Look,  the  judge  stands  at  the  door!

¹⁰ Broth ers  and sis ters,  take  the proph ets  who  spoke  in  the  Lord’s  name  as  an ex-
am ple  of su� er ing  and pa tience. ¹¹  See,  we  count  as  blessed  those  who  have en dured. D 
 You  have  heard  of  Job’s en dur ance  and  have  seen  the out come  that  the  Lord  brought 
 about  —   the  Lord  is com pas sion ate  and mer ci ful.

Did You Notice?
1. To be a friend with the world is to be an enemy of 

God (v. 4). Too many people want to dabble in the 
world and yet assume their behavior has no effect 
on their walk with God.

2. Pride makes God your enemy while humility leads 
God to shower you with grace (vv. 6–7).

3. God does not command you to bind or defeat the 
devil but to resist him (v. 7). If you will resist, he 
will flee.

4. When you humble yourself before God, he will 
exalt you in his own time and way (v. 10).

5. God does not discourage planning, but making 
plans apart from God is foolish. Life is uncertain, 
and only God knows the future (vv. 13–17).

5 – Judgment
Prepare to Meet God 
1. Have you valued money more than people (vv. 1–6)? 

How will that come back to harm you?
2. How long are willing are you to wait for the Lord 

(vv. 7–8)?
3. Are you a complainer (vv. 9–11)? How does your 

grumbling reflect on God?
4. Do people trust everything you say (v. 12)? Should 

they?
5. Does your church take prayer for and ministry to 

the sick seriously? What is the evidence (vv. 14–15)?

A 4:6 Pr 3:34   B 4:11 Or his brother or sister   C 4:12 Other mss omit and judge   D 5:11 Or persevered
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TRUTHFUL SPEECH

¹²  Above  all,  my broth ers  and sis ters,  do  not  swear, ei ther  by heav en  or  by  earth  or  with 
 any oth er  oath.  But  let  your “ yes”  mean “ yes,”  and  your “ no”  mean “ no,”  so  that  you  won’t 
 fall un der judg ment. A

EFFECTIVE PRAYER

¹³  Is any one  among  you su� er ing?  He  should  pray.  Is any one cheer ful?  He  should  sing 
prais es. ¹⁴  Is any one  among  you  sick?  He  should  call  for  the el ders  of  the  church,  and 
 they  are  to  pray  over  him, anoint ing  him  with  oil  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. ¹⁵  The 
 prayer  of  faith  will  save  the  sick per son,  and  the  Lord  will  raise  him  up;  if  he  has com-
mit ted  sins,  he  will  be for giv en. ¹⁶ There fore, con fess  your  sins  to  one an oth er  and  pray 
 for  one an oth er,  so  that  you  may  be  healed.  The  prayer  of  a righ teous per son  is  very 
pow er ful  in  its e� ect. ¹⁷ Eli jah  was  a hu-
man be ing  as  we  are,  and  he  prayed ear-
nest ly  that  it  would  not  rain,  and  for 
 three  years  and  six  months  it  did  not  rain 
 on  the  land. ¹⁸  Then  he  prayed  again,  and 
 the  sky  gave  rain  and  the  land pro duced 
 its  fruit.

¹⁹  My broth ers  and sis ters,  if  any 
 among  you  strays  from  the  truth,  and 
some one  turns  him  back, ²⁰  let  that 
per son  know  that who ev er  turns  a sin-
ner  from  the er ror  of  his  way  will  save 
 his  soul  from  death  and cov er  a mul ti-
tude  of  sins.

Did You Notice?
1. Riches do not last forever, but your soul and your 

relationship with God will (vv. 1–3).
2. God will ultimately bring judgment on the earth 

and punish every evildoer (vv. 7–11).
3. You shouldn’t have to back up your words with 

oaths and promises (v. 12). You should have a track 
record of always doing what you say.

4. Never minimize the solitary prayer of a righteous 
person. It can work miracles (v. 16).

5. Helping a person turn from sin to God averts God’s 
judgment for the person and sin’s results for the 
world (vv. 19–20).

A 5:12 Other mss read fall into hypocrisy
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Markers of Testing from 

James

Date:

 What are some ways I am currently experiencing God’s love?

 What evidence of God’s activity do I see in my world?

 What is God revealing to me, and how is he inviting me to join him in his work?

 What is God saying to me through his Word?

 What crises of belief am I currently facing?

 What adjustments does God want me to make in my life?

 What adjustments have I recently made?

 What work is God accomplishing through me as I obey him?
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